
 
 

110 Mehrhof Hall 
PO Box 110675 

Gainesville, FL 32611-0675 
Telephone (352) 392-1831 x 246 

Fax (352) 392-1413 
www.gardeninginaminute.com   

Pocket Gophers 
 
 
Today on Gardening in a Minute, the pocket gopher.  
 
The pocket gopher is a small, light brown rodent that 
digs tunnels in sandy soils. This creature is almost 
never seen aboveground, but in home landscapes you might 
notice large piles of dirt, which are evidence of its 
digging habits.  

In natural settings, gopher tunneling is beneficial. But 
in your yard, these tunnels may hurt your lawngrass, and 
the gophers may feed on the roots or tubers of your 
ornamental or vegetable plants.  
 
Trapping is the most effective way to control gophers 
that invade your yard, and you may legally trap gophers 
without a permit, but not poison them.  

Gophers can be excluded from small areas such as gardens 
and flower beds with underground fences. Pocket gophers 
are most active in spring and fall.  

For more information on controlling them, contact your 
local Extension office or visit Gardening in a Minute dot 
com.  
 
Gardening in a Minute is a production of the University 
of Florida IFAS Center for Landscape Ecology and 
Conservation with WUFT-FM.  
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